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Kansas Association of Counties Legislative Update 
February 4, 2022 

Welcome to the 2022 Kansas Legislative Session. This is the second year of the biennium, so bills and 
resolutions from the 2021 Session carry over to the 2022 Session. In addition, new bills may be 
introduced, continuing with the numbering from last session.  

For a review of common legislative terms, please refer to the Common Legislative Terms list on 
KAC’s website or bookmark this link: https://www.kansascounties.org/legislative/common-legislative-
terms/view 

Summaries of all legislation passed during the 2021 session or special session can be found at 
www.kslegresearch.org under the Publications tab by searching the 2021 Summary of Legislation and 
2021 Legislative Highlights. There is a summary of the 2021 Special Session under the publications 
tab. You can also find helpful resources in the Legislative Briefing Book. Topics of interest covered in 
the 2020 Briefing Book include Elections and Ethics, Redistricting, State and Local Government, 
Taxation and Transportation, among others. 

What Happened This Week 
The Senate Tax committee turned its attention to food sales tax bills as it considered SB 339 and SB 
342 on Tuesday, Feb. 1. Due to the large number of conferees, the meeting was broken up into two 
sections. KAC submitted testimony on both bills, but only testified in person on SB 339. As was the 
case with the House bills, KAC supports the bills as written, which would leave the local portion of the 
food sales tax in place (subject to the local option to decrease the overall sales tax rate). The reason 
for this is that the sales tax in most counties is dedicated to paying for specific items. A decrease in 
revenue would result in an increase in the property tax.  

KAC also testified on SB 318, which would provide a sales tax exemption to replace fencing destroyed 
by the December wildfires. KAC supports the base bill on this (the sales tax exemption for fencing 
materials), however the Senate added additional provisions, including a property tax abatement 
program for property damaged or destroyed by disaster. The major concern with this is that this 
abatement is a significant change in appraisal policy. Currently, property taxes are based on the 
valuation as of Jan. 1. This would allow for abatements for large disaster instances where a disaster 
was declared, but not for smaller incidents. This could result in differences in eligibility, depending on 
whether one or two properties were damaged, or multiple properties were damaged. That is 
unequitable. These issues were brought to the attention of the committee. 

The week, however, was cut short by a winter storm that arrived in Topeka overnight on Tuesday, Feb. 
1 and continued into Wednesday. As a result, all committee meetings on Wednesday, and most on 
Thursday and Friday were cancelled.  

The Senate Transportation committee did begin its hearing on autonomous vehicles with SB 379. KAC 
submitted written testimony on this bill. The bill pre-empts counties from regulating autonomous 
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vehicles. KAC is concerned that the regulatory framework at the state level is too uncertain at this point. 
That hearing will continue on Feb.  8 to complete the work that had been scheduled for Feb. 2. 

What’s Coming Next Week 
Next week will be a busy week as the legislature works to make up for lost time. Tuesday, Feb. 8 has 
the continuation of the autonomous vehicle hearing in Senate Transportation at 8:30 a.m. (SB 379), as 
well as the County Treasurers bill on registration and title fees for vehicles, which is on the House side 
in Transportation (HB 2567). 

Wednesday, Feb. 9 will be a full day with a variety of issues. The KORA bill for license plate readers 
(SB 434) will be heard in Senate Judiciary at 10:30 a.m.. All county sheriffs should be paying attention 
to this bill, as well as working with your providers if you do capture license plate information. HB 2531, 
which deals with the use of county right-of-way, is being heard in House Agriculture at 3:30 p.m. HB 
2531 originates out of a situation in northwest Kansas, but could have implications statewide. Road 
departments should be aware of what is happening with this bill. SB 353, which impacts the setbacks 
and construction requirements for commercial wind farms, will be heard in Senate Utilities at 1:30 p.m. 
That hearing will cover both Feb. 9 and 10 in the meeting. If you have or are contemplating wind farms 
in your county, you should pay attention to this hearing. 

Feb. 10 is elections day in the Statehouse, with 5 bills that deal with election subject matter scheduled 
for hearings. SB 388 requires the US Postal Service to deliver all advance ballots. SB 389 requires 
ballot watermarks. Those two bills will be heard in Senate Federal and State Affairs at 10:30 a.m.. HB 
2570 requires an audit for any statewide, congressional or legislative race that is within a 1% margin. 
It will be heard in House Federal and State Affairs at 9:00 a.m. The House elections committee will 
hear two bills as well. HB 2486, concerning electronic poll books, and HB 2555, which requires address 
confirmations be sent in certain situations. Those will be heard at 3:30 p.m. in House Elections.  

Other bills could be added to the calendar as committees work to make up for missing the end of this 
week. Additionally, Feb. 7 is the deadline for committee bill requests, with the individual (Feb. 9) and 
committee (Feb. 11) deadlines for introduction looming. As always, these deadlines only apply to non-
exempt committees. Exempt committees like House Taxation and Senate Assessment and Taxation, 
House and Senate Federal and State Affairs, House Appropriations, Senate Ways and Means, and 
House Calendar and Printing are not subject to these deadlines. 

Additional Resources 
For daily information on things happening in the Legislature, follow @KansasCounties and @JayHallKS 
on Twitter. 

You can find information on the Kansas Legislature, such as daily calendars, audio links, and bill text 
at www.kslegislature.org.  

You can watch or listen to committee proceedings at: www.sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/ 
Harmony/en/View/Calendar/ or by following the Kansas Legislature on YouTube. 

2022 Legislative deadlines can be found at: 
http://kslegislature.org/li/documents/2022_calendar_deadline.pdf 
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